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Session Overview

• What is Strategic Publishing?

• Identify potential publishing options

• Evaluate quality – journals, publishers and conferences

• Investigate pathways to open access

• Researcher Profiles & socialise your research

• Assess your strategy



What is Strategic Publishing?

• An intentional, informed approach to publishing

• Focuses on visibility, quality, and impact

• Not just about where to publish — but why, when, and how

Why Strategic Publishing Matters for HDRs

• Builds academic credibility and track record

• Helps meet thesis requirements

• Supports career goals (academic and beyond)

• Increases research impact and citations

• Avoids predatory or low-quality journals



Publishing Options

• Academic journals (peer-reviewed)

• Conference papers/proceedings

• Book chapters or monographs

• Policy briefs and reports

• Creative or practice-based outputs

• Preprints and repositories

• Industry and professional publications



Identify options for publishing

Identify sources that are strong in coverage of your topic area. 

Methods for identifying relevant publications include:

• speaking with your co-authors, supervisors and colleagues

• looking at the publications you are reading and referencing

• searching academic databases for publications on your 

research topic

• manuscript matching tools



Databases to locate relevant journals

Screenshot of Scopus search results for "design of social policies" limited to journals and last 5 years 

sorted by highest cited. See which sources publish the most in this field under Source title. 
© Elsevier. Used under licence.



Elsevier Journal Finder

Endnote Manuscript Matcher

Springer Journal Suggester

Taylor & Francis Journal Suggester

Wiley Journal Finder

Manuscript matching tools

http://journalfinder.elsevier.com/
https://www.myendnoteweb.com/
https://journalsuggester.springer.com/
https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/publishing-your-research/choosing-a-journal/journal-suggester/
https://journalfinder.wiley.com/search?type=match


Further criteria to short list

• Manuscript matches journal scope and eligibility

• Turn-around times suit your needs

• Authors rights retention and publisher policies suitable

Next section on further criteria for short listing:

• Journal quality

• Pathways to Open access 



Evaluating Journal Quality 
Some key factors to consider:

Quantitative Factors

• Impact factor 

• Quartile rankings

• Acceptance rate

Qualitative Factors

• Peer review process

• Editorial board

Other considerations

• Reputation

• Publication ethics



Publishing evaluation tools

Altmetric Explorer

Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)

Scimago Journal and Country rank (SJR)

UlrichsWeb: global serials directory

Clarivate - Journal Citation Reports & InCites

Elsevier - Compare Sources & SciVal

Books, book chapters, conferences and reports

https://rmit.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/61RMIT_INST/1adn3cm/alma9921578911901341
https://doaj.org/
http://www.scimagojr.com/
https://rmit.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/61RMIT_INST/1adn3cm/alma9921565710201341
https://rmit.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/61RMIT_INST/1adn3cm/alma9921614608201341
https://rmit.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/61RMIT_INST/1adn3cm/alma9921614608401341
https://www.scopus.com/source/eval.uri
https://rmit.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/61RMIT_INST/1adn3cm/alma9921480510901341
https://rmit.libguides.com/strategicpublishing/publication-types#s-lg-box-22668737


Considerations 

Open Access vs. Subscription

Decision based on:

• Funder mandates

• Audience reach

• Publication fees

• Institutional priorities

• Prestige and reputation



Benefits of Open Access

"RMIT publications 2015-2024 per average scholar citations" by Lens.org is licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0

Average RMIT citations, 2015-2024

https://www.lens.org/lens/search/scholar/analysis?p=0&n=10&s=date_published&d=%2B&f=false&e=false&l=en&authorField=author&dashboardId=23455&dateFilterField=publishedYear&orderBy=%2Bdate_published&presentation=false&preview=true&stemmed=true&useAuthorId=false&institution.must=RMIT%20University&publishedYear.from=2014
https://www.lens.org/lens/search/scholar/analysis?p=0&n=10&s=date_published&d=%2B&f=false&e=false&l=en&authorField=author&dashboardId=23455&dateFilterField=publishedYear&orderBy=%2Bdate_published&presentation=false&preview=true&stemmed=true&useAuthorId=false&institution.must=RMIT%20University&publishedYear.from=2014
https://www.lens.org/lens/search/scholar/analysis?p=0&n=10&s=date_published&d=%2B&f=false&e=false&l=en&authorField=author&dashboardId=23455&dateFilterField=publishedYear&orderBy=%2Bdate_published&presentation=false&preview=true&stemmed=true&useAuthorId=false&institution.must=RMIT%20University&publishedYear.from=2014
https://www.lens.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Pathways to Open Access 

• Preprints

• Research Repository

• Read and Publish agreements



Preprints 

• Initial version of a research paper before peer review

• Benefits include direct management of distribution for exposure 

and potential feedback

• Publicly accessible on public servers or repositories

• Preprint servers are typically organized by discipline. Some 
notable ones for DSC include Open Access Repository and 

University of Cambridge

• Use Open Policy finder to view open access compliance for 

specific Journals

http://oad.simmons.edu/oadwiki/Disciplinary_repositories
https://www.openaccess.cam.ac.uk/funder-open-access-policies/uk-open-access-policies/ref-2021/preprint-servers
https://openpolicyfinder.jisc.ac.uk/






RMIT Research Repository 

• RMIT's collection of peer reviewed and non-peer reviewed 

research outputs

• Recently moved to the Figshare platform which means research 

publications and data outputs are now published on a single 

platform

• Connects to Elements (for staff only), which allows authors to 

manage and report their publications and maintain their own 

profiles

Research Repository

https://www.rmit.edu.au/library/research/research-repository


Read and Publish agreements 

Close to deciding on a Journal title with article processing fees 

(APC)?

RMIT has signed up to 21 Read and Publish agreements for 2025 

Activity

Do you have a journal title in mind? We can check to see if it is in 
the agreements 

Check RMIT’s Read and Publish Agreements to see if a journal 
APCs can be waived or reduced.

Read and Publish agreements

https://www.rmit.edu.au/library/research/open-research/read-and-publish-agreements


Predatory publishing 

Predatory publishers exploit the open access model by charging 

authors to publish without providing proper editorial or peer review 

processes.

Resources

• Strategic publishing guide - Predatory publishing

Journals and Books

• Think. Check. Submit. 

Conferences

• Think.Check.Attend.

https://rmit.libguides.com/strategicpublishing/predatory-publishing
https://rmit.libguides.com/strategicpublishing/predatory-publishing
https://rmit.libguides.com/strategicpublishing/predatory-publishing
https://rmit.libguides.com/strategicpublishing/predatory-publishing
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/
https://thinkcheckattend.org/
https://thinkcheckattend.org/


Researcher Profiles

Why profiles matter

• Increase discoverability of your work

• Ensure correct attribution (avoids name confusion)

• Improves your chance of being cited and improves your citation metrics

Key platforms to maintain

• ORCID – unique researcher ID; integrate with journal & grant systems

• Google Scholar - public-facing citation profile

• Scopus/Web of Science - track citations and metrics

• Overton / Altmetric – monitor policy and societal mentions

Is a publicly accessible profile of your professional academic works and achievements



Socialise and Promote

Leverage academic networks

• Present at conferences and seminars; 
Collaborate within and beyond your institution

Use social media strategically

• Share DOIs and visuals on X/Twitter, LinkedIn & 

Mastodon

• Tag co-authors, institutions, and include relevant 
hashtags 

Maximise discoverability

• Upload accepted manuscripts to your institutional 
repository

• Use ORCID and link to all profiles (Scopus, 

Google Scholar, Publons

Screenshot of Altmetric attention score for an RMIT publication.

Source:  © Altmetric Limited. Used under licence.



Things to Keep in Mind

• Be intentional: Plan your publishing with purpose - know 

your audience and goals

• Use the tools available to guide your decisions

• Quality matters more than quantity

• Publishing is part of your research identity

Assessing your publishing strategy

Did you meet 
your publishing 

goals?

Reached your 
intended 
audience

Promotion - was 
it successful

Measure impact 
– academic and 

wider



Library guides and Support
Strategic Publishing

This guide provides information on applying strategic measures when considering 
publishing, promoting and tracking your research.

Researcher profiles and ORCID 

Maximise the visibility of your research outputs by discovering how to establish a 

researcher profile.

Open Research

This guide provides information on several ways you can embed open practices into 

your research.

Open Access Publishing
This guide introduces open access, its benefits, the different models, APCs, policies 
and resources, and Open Access at RMIT University.

our formRequest assistance from the Library Research team via our form

https://rmit.libguides.com/strategicpublishing
https://rmit.libguides.com/researcher-profile
https://rmit.libguides.com/openresearch
https://rmit.libguides.com/OApublishing
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=cTYy0b7NF0S01L2yS1Exa-LY65DqV4NKk-1ZKZ_uxPVUNFBJT0ZMN1VPOEoyOE8xNlBPWUtLVURTSS4u
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