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RMIT Design Archives Journal
Call for Papers
RMIT Design Archives Journal 16:2, 2026 | Experience Design
We invite you to contribute to this special issue of the RMIT Design Archives Journal that will examine the development, challenges, intersections and innovations of display design in department stores and retail environments to multi-faceted and interdisciplinary experience design in the built environment.
In the same year The Wonderful Wizard of Oz was published, L. Frank Baum also wrote The Art of Decorating Dry Goods Windows and Interiors (Chicago: The Show Window Publishing Company, 1900), providing practical advice for future window display artists in what is now referred to as Visual Merchandising. As a designer, Baum, who died in 1919, would probably not have been surprised that by the 1980s, ‘The Wizard of Oz’ had become a method in User Experience research, where a user interacts with a mock interface controlled, to some degree, by a person. 
In 2025, the International Council of Design (ICoD) welcomed The Society for Experiential Graphic Design (SEGD) as a new Professional Member. Founded in 1973 as the Society for Environmental Graphic Design, it was an inclusive and multidisciplinary organisation, which brought together architectural, graphic, industrial, interior and landscape design to tell stories and improve human experiences through the built environment. It currently lists its core areas of practice as Wayfinding, Placemaking, Branded Environments, Digital Experiences, and Exhibition Design and has three professional practice groups in Exhibition & Experience Design, Wayfinding & Placemaking, and Digital/Interactive Media. 
We welcome a variety of written papers critically examining the variegated practices of experience design.
Themes may include:
· Branded environments
· Digital/interactive experiences
· Display design
· Exhibition design
· Inclusive design
· Retail design
· Placemaking
· Wayfinding
Types of papers:
· Full papers (3000 – 5000 words) presenting original research. 
· Case Studies (3000 words) that describe how a particular designer or design practice, group, project, event, or situation has been studied and analysed. 
· Conversations (length dependant on case) offering insights through written discussions between students, educators, or researchers around a particular Archive/designer, etc. 
· Visual Submissions (maximum 2000 words) making use of primarily visual content and structures, including: visual cases; storytelling and narratives; past projects involving the RMIT Design Archives.
Key dates:
· 14 April 2026: Abstract deadline
· 1 May 2026: Notification of outcome
· 15 July 2026: Deadline for full submissions and high-resolution images.                                                                            
· 15 July – 15 August: Review period
· 15 August – 25 August: Revisions by author
· 19 November: Launch of Journal

Submission instructions
Submit a 300-word abstract with the following details:
1. Your name/s
2. Email and telephone number
3. Type of paper
Please email the above to rdajeditor@rmit.edu.au by 14 April 2026.

RMIT Design Archives Resources
View the past issues of RMIT Design Archives Journal at: https://www.rmit.edu.au/library/borrowing-and-collections/rmit-design-archives/journal 
Explore the RMIT Design Archives collections: https://www.rmit.edu.au/about/culture/collections/rmit-design-archives 
Within the RMIT Design Archives Collection, Experience Design is a significant theme. The collection is particularly strong in display design, retail design, placemaking and wayfinding.  Potential authors are encouraged to explore the following archives:

Laurie Carew ─ Accession Lot: 0068.2008
Laurie Carew worked as a visual merchandiser for Myer from 1950 to 1954 before moving to Georges Department Store in 1954 where he remained until 1983. His archive contains extensive examples of retail design for Myer Emporium and the Georges Department Stores. 
 Robin Cocks and Peter Carmichael ─ Accession Lot: 0018.2015
This Melbourne-based architectural practice later joined with urban designer Steve Whitford in 1979 to form Cocks, Carmichael and Whitford. The archive includes designs for the Centre Way Arcade, Melbourne (1987) and the Yarra River Pedestrian Bridge (1989.) 
David Lancashire Design ─ Accession Lot: 0033.2014
An exciting part of this leading design practice’s extensive archive is David Lancashire Design’s collaborative project work on wayfinding, signage, and interpretative design across Australia.  The archive includes major projects such as the National Arboretum and the Sanctuary at Tidbinbilla (Canberra); McKenzie Falls (Grampians), and Point Nepean (Victoria).   
Robin Edmond ─ Accession Lot: 0007.2016
One of Australia’s most successful landscape architects, Robin Edmond built an international reputation through projects such as vast Ocean Park and Water World complex in Hong Kong, while his early work included contributions to Merchant Builders’ Elliston development (1968-70). Another highlight of his archive documentation of the Australian Institute of Landscape Architect’s awards for 2005, featuring notable projects include ARTPlay, the Craigieburn Bypass and the Westgate Memorial Park.   
Other relevant collections include the archives of industrial and textile designer Gerhard Herbst, graphic and interior designer George Kral, and industrial designer Ron Rosenfeldt.
For further information or to book a research visit, contact RMIT Design Archives at: rmitdesignarchives@rmit.edu.au 
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