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The Department 
 

“works across many portfolios to increase jobs, 
investment, exports and opportunities in Victoria. Our 

integrated and strategic approach stimulates innovation, 
competitiveness, confidence and sustainability in 

Victoria's economy” 

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT, JOBS, TRANSPORT 
AND RESOURCES (DEDJTR) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How does the Department work with industry?

Every region of Victoria has at least one food sector specialist working with food and fibre companies. There is a specific focus on working with companies to help facilitate:
Jobs:
Investment: and 
Exports.

Sector Specialist have access to a wide range of tools, such as trade, employment and investment programs.
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The Department 
• specific focus on working with industry 

 

Why is Food and Fibre Important to Victoria? 
 

Food and Fibre Sector Strategy 
• setting the strategic direction 

 

Key programs to help businesses 
• Investment Programs 
• Industry Programs 
• Trade Mission Programs  
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Victoria is Australia's food and fibre capital. 
• the sector accounts for almost 30 per cent of national food 

and fibre exports. 
 

Nearly half of Victoria's top 100 exporters are food and 
fibre companies. 

• eight of Victoria's top 10 food and fibre export markets are in 
Asia, with China the largest. 
 

Strong international reputation for food safety and 
biosecurity systems. 

WHY IS FOOD AND FIBRE IMPORTANT 
TO VICTORIA? 
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Five focus areas 

1. Attract more ideas and investment 

2. Help business innovate and grow 

3. Capture market opportunities 

4. Enhance our infrastructure 

5. Improve the business environment 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Discussion paper process

Almost 250 businesses, industry, union and research organizations contributed to the development of the strategy. 
175 people participated in 14 stakeholder forums, 11 of which were held in regional and rural areas.
15 organizations participated in direct discussions with Department. 
56 written submissions were received from a variety of businesses and organizations. 
Launched 17 March 2016.

Today’s forum focuses in on Focus Area 2 – to help businesses innovate grow, specifically around:
Establish an Innovation Network linking key capabilities
Equip businesses with the skills to innovate and grow
Support business to adopt technology, add value and create jobs
Support local approaches to strengthen food and beverage manufacturing
Identify and respond to fibre manufacturing growth opportunities
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Future Industries Fund 
• A$200 million Future Industries Fund to support six high-growth sectors  

Future Industries Manufacturing Program 
• grants for up to $500,000 to implement new manufacturing technologies and 

processes to support growth 

Sector Growth Program 
• Stream 1: grants of up to $100,000 
• Stream 2: grants of up to $1 million 

Local industry Fund for Transition 
• supports investment by businesses leading directly to new sustainable jobs in 

regions affected by closures of the three major car manufacturers 

Trade Mission Programs  
• various programs including Food and Beverage Trade Week 

VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT SUPPORT 
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Presentation Notes
	Future Industries Fund
A$200 million Future Industries Fund to support six high-growth sectors (medical technologies and pharmaceuticals, new energy technologies, food and fibre, transport, defence and construction technologies, international education, professional services)

Future Industries Manufacturing Program
Grants for up to $500,000 are now available under the Manufacturing Program to assist companies to implement new manufacturing technologies and processes that will provide a critical foundation for growth. All grants must be matched by a minimum cash co-contribution of $3 for every $1 granted.  

Sector Growth Program
Stream 1: grants of up to $100,000 are available for scoping, planning and feasibility studies to investigate growth opportunities for Victorian businesses.
Stream 2: grants of up to $1 million are available to implement projects aligned with the strategies that will generate new jobs and increase the competitiveness of Victorian businesses.

Local industry Fund for Transition
supports investment by businesses leading directly to new sustainable jobs in regions affected by the announced closures of the three major car manufacturers (Ford, Holden and Toyota) in Victoria
	
	Trade Mission Programs 
Various programs including FBTW, VIP, see trade.vic.gov.au
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Regional Jobs and Infrastructure Fund 
 

Premier’s Jobs and Investment Fund 
 

Agriculture Infrastructure and Jobs Fund 
• $200 million to under two funding streams – Infrastructure and 

Programs. 
 

Food Source Victoria 
• $20 million program to support planning and growth for an alliance 

of food producers and businesses to create jobs or boost exports. 
• Scholarship program 

 
 
 

VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT SUPPORT 
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Regional Jobs and Infrastructure Fund
Regional Infrastructure Fund
Regional Jobs Fund
Stronger Regional Communities Plan (see http://www.rdv.vic.gov.au/regional-jobs-and-infrastructure-fund)

Premier’s Jobs and Investment Fund
Start-Up Victoria & LaunchVic ($60 million)
Future Industries Fund ($200 million)

Agriculture Infrastructure and Jobs Fund
$200 million to strengthen the performance and resilience of the agriculture sector under two funding streams – Infrastructure and Programs.

Food Source Victoria
Planning grants: To develop a growth plan.
Growth grants: For an alliance of food producers and businesses to create jobs or boost exports.
Scholarship program: Funding for short study and training courses to boost your businesses' growth and exports.
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The Department 
http://economicdevelopment.vic.gov.au 
 
Key Programs 
http://www.vic.gov.au/grants 
• http://www.business.vic.gov.au/support-for-your-business/future-

industries 
• http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/agriculture/food-and-fibre-

industries/food-source-victoria 
 

 
 

KEY INFORMATION LINKS 
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