
 

HDR Poster Competition guidelines 

General: 

• Include your name, email (and contact details if you wish) 
• Design your poster to look professional and to be easily read. 
• Use a coherent sequence (top to bottom or left to right) to guide the viewer 

through the poster. 
• Font style should be consistent throughout the poster. There is no restriction on 

the type of font used, or colour, but keep in mind that legibility is paramount. 
• Do not make your poster ‘text heavy’ (keep the message simple and avoid using 

too much text). 
• Include a title for your poster – it should capture the major aim of your research. 
• The poster artwork you produce will be digitally displayed on LCD screens during 

the conference. 
• All participants in the Poster Competition must send their finalised poster in 

Powerpoint format to Business Research Communications Coordinator – 
Research by COB Tuesday, 19 October 2017.  

The size of your artwork needs to be: an electronic powerpoint slide, as per attached 
resources. More detail will be available from the Research Engagement Coordinator.  

Text, fonts and sizes 

• The title of your poster should appear at the top. 
• Consider using section headings to break up the text and help the reader. 
• Poster text should be legible so that when the artwork file is projected on a large 

screen during your presentation, the audience will be able to read it. As a guide, 
text should not be smaller than 12pt font size on your original artwork. 

• If you have quite a bit of content, arranging text in columns will generally make it 
easier to read in poster format. 

• Ideally, text should not be aligned on the right-hand edge (“justified text”) as this 
often makes readability more difficult. 

• There are no specific restrictions on your choice of font. 

Tables and figures 



• Use figures, graphs and photographs where appropriate to add to the information 
and visual appeal of your poster. Make sure they’re clear and simple. 

• Use graphs rather than tables to present numerical data as graphs allow the 
reader to see trends more easily. 

• Number tables and figures according to the order in which they appear in the text. 
Give each table a title. (For example: Figure 1). 

Saving and sending your final artwork 
The final cut-off date to submit the poster artwork is COB Thursday, 19 October 2017. 

See two attached academic poster documents as references.   
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